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clergy concerning the Articles of Faith as expressed in
the General Council. Clauses concerning the Sacraments,
however, which possibly owe their origin to this decree,
through the medium of Poore, are repeated in many of the
constitutions published after his own. The instruction of
the young and old of his flock by the parish priest in the
Lord's Prayer, the Symbol, the Sign of the Cross, the Ave
Maria, and the Sacraments of the Church, particularly that
of Confession, is a duty frequently mentioned; and in several
of the constitutions deacons, in accordance with the latter
part of the Credo clause, are forbidden to administer the
Sacraments. The decree concerning annual confession is
given a very prominent position and is constantly though
not invariably repeated;1 some of the bishops, notably
M. Richard le Poore and his followers, desire parishioners
to confess and communicate three times a year. The most
surprising exception is the Council of Oxford which
strengthens the possibility that the constitutions of Stephen
Langton were published at the Council for they deal
particularly with the Sacraments. The canons of Dublin,
the first constitutions of M. William of Blois and the
constitutions of M. Robert Grosseteste and the bishops of
Norwich are the other exceptions. Usually several clauses
were devoted to the subject. Closely connected with the
question of confessions of laymen is that of the confession
of priests. The Lateran Council did not make a special
arrangement beyond authorizing the bishop to appoint
deputies in cathedrals to preach and to hear confessions.
In at least eleven of the constitutions, however, there are
clauses ordering the choosing or election of confessors in
every archdeaconry to hear the confessions of priests. The
question of permission to confess to the priest of a different
parish or for a priest to administer the Sacraments to the
parishioner of another is also not infrequently considered.
The duties of doctors in regard to souls - of sick persons
are only mentioned by M, Richard le Poore and a few of
his followers,2 but M. William of Blois and M. Alexander
1	M. William of Blois 5 the « Synodal Constitutions *.
2	M. Richard le Poore; Council of Scotland; M. Edmund of Abingdon;
' Synodal Constitutions \

